HISTORY OF THE KUZMA, GREGA, NAGY, 
KURTA AND PIRNAGA FAMILIES
Kuzma’s from the Hrusov tapes
The Kuzma’s were born in Hrabovec, Slovakia, below the town of Humenne and above Michalovce. Nizny Hrusov is the next town, just 10 minutes away and the younger Kuzma’s were born and baptized there. The old Hungarian name for Nizny Hrusov was Also Korteveles.
 1
Michael George Kuzma was born about 1802 and his wife Maria Ann Katrinyak was born about 1805. They married and gave birth to Paul Kuzma who was born about 1826 in Nizny Hrusov and married Elizabeth Lakatos Kovaly. She was married to John Kovaly before she met Paul and had two children John and Maria Kovaly. Therefore our Grandpa Paul Kuzma had two half siblings, but nothing has been found about their whereabouts. We found the village of the Kuzma’s through the Military records. Paul served in the Hungarian army and claimed his wife was Elizabeth Lakatos.         
2
Paul Kuzma married Elizabeth Lakatos Kovaly on January 19, 1849 and had six children: Michael Andrew who was born in 1849, Andrew in 1952, Paul in 1855 (died at birth), John in 1856, Paul Alexander in 1959 and Elizabeth (Balint) in 1863. Rose visited the church the church where the Kuzma’s were baptized in Nizny Hrusov
3
Michael Andrew married Mary Oroszi and had Joseph, Mary, Bertha and Helen. We believe that, Michael died in Europe, but his children all came to America. Mary Oroszi was born in Hrabovce NAD Laborcom. (Formerly Isbugya). We have no proof of either parent coming to the United States but there is a story that Mary might have remarried after Michael died to a Michael Kovacs, since Bertha was told that she had a half brother.

4
Joseph was born on March 19, 1884 in Deregnyo (now called Drahnov), Slovakia and went to the USA and married Maria Vereshack in 1907. They had three children: Helen (Herman Varrelman) Anna (Martin Mosalgo) and Margarite (Joseph Toth). He had two grandchildren and a few great and great, great ones. It is interesting to note that in the 1910 census Joe Kuzma, Alex Balint and the William Clear families all lived on Smith Street in Perth Amboy. There is an interesting story about Maria’s dad who had six children, her mom died and he married Christina Michelec Hollick who had six children and then together they had five more. In 2008, only one son, Sam is still living we are in touch with Anna’s daughter Beverly, who added much information to our family tree by giving us many original certificates, passports and naturalization papers.

4
Mary was born in 1888 and came to the States, but her manifest has not yet been found, she married Nicholas Foldvary and had one son George Mihalko in 1908 in Toledo, Ohio. They had four grand-children and a number of great and great, great ones! They were in Toledo in 1920 and 1930 census, under the name Nick Foldvary. The 1920 census reported that Mary, Nicholas and George all were born in Hungary but in 1930 census it stated that the son George was born in Ohio however the family members say that George was born in the United States. It also claimed that Nick came in 1903 and Mary in 1904.

4
Bertha was born in 1891 came to the States on May 12, 1909. Ellis Island has her recorded as Borbora Kuzsina. She married William Clear in 1913 and had six children: Arthur, Evelyn (Edward Callahan), William (died as infant) William, Margaret (Joseph Metz), Bertha (Lawrence Davidoski) and John (died about three years old). They had sixteen grand children and some great and great, great ones. Her great grandson also gave us a set of twins. Bertha or “Bea” as she is called has been in touch with the family. She has been very instrumental in giving family names for our tree. Margaret died in 2008 and only Bea is still living.


4
Helen came to the States on April 14, 1913 and her name was recorded as Ilona Kuzsma. She married John Sutor in 1915 and had four children: Joseph, Helen (Louis Kager), Elenor (Joseph Marcincak) and Margaret (Stephen Bakos) who were twins, She had seven grandchildren and some great and great, great ones. Helen also had great granddaughters who are twins. Rose met young Helen’s husband Louis Kager and then met many other members of the family at his wake in Avenel, near Perth Amboy, NJ in September, 2007.A granddaughter Nancy has been instrumental in adding info to our tree, also.
3
Andrew married Maria Virgo as recorded in the 1869 census in Hrusov, Slovakia but that is all we have found on them, so we continue to search.
3   
 Baby Paul was born in 1855 and died a month later.
3
John married Anna Tomko on January 8, 1882 and had ten children; Steven, John, Odon and Joanna 
twins, Andrew, Jolan, Maria and Anna twins, Marges and Terez. Rozalia Pirnaga was the Godmother for Joanna. Seven of the children died before five weeks of age except for Steven, John and Anna. We have proof that John came to the United States to Perth Amboy, died and was buried there at the age of 44. His tomb stone states that he was born in 1888 and died in 1929 but he was actually born in 1885. The 1910 census states that he was living in Perth Amboy with his brother Joseph and his family. Joseph was really his cousin and young John was 24 at the time. Joe’s sister Bertha (Clear) also lived there then.  We don’t think the dad John ever came to US but did send his brother Michael‘s children..
3
Paul Alexander was born on June 15, 1859 and came to the United States on June 6, 1885 and stayed until 1892. He went back to Slovakia and met Rozalia Pirnaga (***) in Butka (Budkovce) and married her on November 14, 1892 in Budkovce. They had three daughters Helen, 1893 Mary 1895 and Anna.1897. Paul went back to United States again on February 25, 1899 and went to his brother-in-law in New York. (Alex Balint). His name on that manifest was written as Pal Kucsma. The next year on September 20, 1900, his wife and three daughters came to the United States and went with him to Walston, PA. Ellis Island recorded their names as Rosa Kuzma and the girls as Ilona, Mariska and Anna and the girls last name as “Kiazma“. Paul became a United States Citizen in Brookville, PA on October 3, 1904. In 1903 they had a son Joseph, followed by two more sons, Paul John 1904 and Alexander 1906. Alexander died at the age of eleven months on January 9th and Paul died three days later at the age of twenty-five months on January 12, 1907. Joseph was not quite four years old at that time and his Dad promised God that he would have a statue of the Sacred Heart placed in their new church if he lived. That church, Sacred Heart Church in Sagamore closed in 2007 and the Statue was placed in the near-by church of St Mary, Yatesboro, PA. Where Helen and Mary were married. God blessed Paul and Rose with three more children: Elizabeth in 1907, who entered the convent and became Sister Roseleen, Rozalia 1909 and Albert 1910. Rozalia died at a young age of 12 on December 17, 1921. So Paul and Rozalia lost three children at a very young age. Paul was 89 years old when he died and his wife was just 64. She suffered a stroke before she died.

4
Ellen was born in September 1, 1893 and met John (Grisak) Gresock who was born on June 17, 1887 in Horatia, PA and married him on September 11, 1910 at St Mary’s Yatesboro, PA. They were blessed with six children. John, Mary, Ellen, Samuel, Ethel and Joseph. When Joseph was six months old, Ellen’s husband was killed in the Plumville Mine on August 18, 1919.and buried in St Mary GC Cemetery in Sagamore. Then just two years later her daughter Ethel died at the age of four, Ellen suffered another tragedy twenty-six days later when her own sister Rozalia died on December 21st.  The two children are buried in Sacred Heart Cemetery in Sagamore, PA., which is right next to St Mary GC Cemetery. The family moved to Erie about 1925. Ellen’s two daughters followed their Aunt and became Sisters of St Francis in Millvale, PA and her son Samuel went to Dayton, OH to become a Marianist Brother. She now had her sons John and Joseph at home with her. Then on January 29, 1935, her youngest son Joseph was ice skating on Lake Erie and drowned a month before his 16th birthday. Sr Mary died at the age of 62 of cancer, Brother Sam died at the age of 84, John died at the age of 85 and Sr Ellen is the only child still living at the age of 94 in the year 2008. Aunt Ellen became a naturalized citizen because she married John who was born in America. Ellen and young John are buried in Calvary Cemetery and Joseph is buried in Trinity Cemetery.  The Sisters are buried in Mt Alvernia Cemetery in Millvale, Pittsburgh, PA. Helen’s children have about ninety first cousins since John was one of fourteen children. His first cousin Michael wrote the Grisak Story about leaving Europe and his beginnings in the USA... This story can be found on the Internet. It is a very informative story of how the immigrants lived in Europe, traveled to America and their beginnings in a new land. In the story he tells about his wedding reception in Ellen’s father-in-laws house.

4
Mary was born on March 25, 1895 and met Andrew Margetta (Margitta) who was born in Presov, Slovakia, on December 13, 1888. They married on March 31, 1913 at St Mary’s Church in Yatesboro and had four sons; Albert, Andrew, Anthony and George. George died at birth and is buried with his cousins in Sagamore, PA. They moved to Erie about 1924 and later the parents moved to West Palm Beach, Florida where her husband died. After his death, she moved to Yonkers, NY and married Emil Porach, who was a cousin to the Sutor’s from Perth Amboy. Later both Mary and Emil moved to Erie and remained there until their deaths and are buried in Calvary Cemetery. All three of her sons died also. Albert died at the age of 61, Andrew at the age of 85 and Anthony at 50. They had six grandchildren and a few step ones.  They also had some great and great, great ones. Twin boys were born to their great grand daughter. Mary was 80 years old, Andrew was 57and Emil was 80 years old when they died. Andrew is now buried in West Palm Beach, FL while Mary and Emil are buried in Calvary Cemetery.  Albert’s son Chuck also added information for our tree.

4
Anna, who was born on September 22, 1897, met John Sargent, who was born July 3, 1899 in Horatia, PA, and married him on May 31, 1916. We never found the church of their marriage but her marriage application was filed in Armstrong County, PA under the name “Surgent“. They had eleven children: Mary, John, Paul, Edward, Rose, Francis, Bernard, Gerald, Adalaide, Dennis and Dorothy. Mary entered the convent and became Sister Adalaide in Millvale, PA, like her cousins and the others all married. They had twenty-six grandchildren and many great and great, great ones! They moved to Erie about 1926 and Bernard was the first child to be born in Erie. Both John and Anna are buried in Calvary Cemetery. Anna was 76 and John was 77 years old at the time of their death. Mary died at the age of 82, John was 64, Paul was 48, Edward was 52, and Francis was 74. The others are still living in 2008

4
Joseph was born in Delancy on March 31, 1903. The family lived in Brady Township for a while and that is where his two brothers died. The family moved to Sagamore and then Joe moved to Erie about 1927. There he met Anna Grega, who was born July 5, 1908 and married her on April 30, 1929 at Holy Family Church. Anna was the second child to be baptized in that church and lived in Erie all her life and she never lived more that three blocks from the church. They were blessed with twelve children: Anna Mae, Francis, Theresa, Glenn, Paul, Rose (died before birth in 1939) Roselyn, Joseph, Mary Ellen and Pauline who are Twins, Michael and Marilyn. They had 29 grandchildren, 48 great ones and one great-great one! There are two sets of Twins among the great ones! Anna Mae and Roselyn joined the convent and all the rest married. Glenn became a Permanent Deacon in  2003. Joseph died at the age of 89 and his wife Anna was 88. Both are buried in Calvary Cemetery and Baby Rose is buried in the baby section of Trinity Cemetery.

4
Paul John was born Nov 24, 1904 and Alexander John on Feb 16, 1906, both died young in Brady Township, PA and their death certificates state that they were buried in Dubois, PA but we have not found their graves. Paul was twenty-five months and Alexander was eleven months old when they died in January, 1907.We have not found their graves but the death certificate said, “Dubois, PA“. All of the cemeteries in Dubois and the area were searched but their graves were not found.

4
Elizabeth born Dec, 18, 1907, entered the Millvale convent in Pittsburgh, PA, as a Sister of St Francis and received the name, “Sister Roseleen“. She was an artist and worked in the Print Shop at Mt Alvernia. She died at the age of 87 and is buried at Mt Alvernia Cemetery in Millvale.

4         Rozalia born July 31, 1909 was only 12 years old when she died. In the baptismal book at Sacred Heart in Sagamore, in they recorded her as “Rozalia“, then at Communion time as “Rose” and at her death, “Rosie”. She died a week before Christmas and due to a snowstorm her flowers did not arrive on time... They came in time for Christmas and that was her last gift to the church, since she always took care of the altars. She is buried in Sacred Heart Cemetery in Sagamore, PA
4
Albert was born Aug. 31, 1912, and was the youngest. He moved to Erie and met Mary Radamski who was born Dec 18, 1911. They were married about 1935 at St Patrick’s in Erie and had two sons Ronald and Albert. Alvie, as we called him, died while he was in high school. They had seven grandchildren and a few great ones. Albert died at the age of 73 and Mary lived to be 93. All three are buried in Queen of Heaven Cemetery in Erie.
3
Elizabeth was born July 25, 1863 and went to the United States on November 5, 1890 where she met Alexander Michael Balint who was born June 3, 1965. Alex came to America on March 1891 and they were married about 1891 or 1892.  They had eight children: Alexander, Stephen, Lewis, (killed in World War 1) Matthew, Pauline, George, Anne and Anthony. There are sixteen grandchildren and quite a few great and great-great ones. They lived in the Perth Amboy, Woodbridge and Fords, NJ area and are buried in Holy Trinity Cemetery in Hope lawn, We have not found their marriage certificate but all the children were born in the States, Elizabeth’s brother Paul came to the States in 1892 and it was written that he was going to his brother-in-law, which had to be Alex Balint. Elizabeth and her husband were both 68 years of age when they died. Alexander traveled back and forth to Europe many times. We found a ship where Alexander, his wife and eldest son came from Europe on September 2, 1913. They came as Sandor and Ezrie, which are the Hungarian names for Alexander and Elizabeth. Alex’s 1913 and 1925 passports claim that he went back and forth to Europe a number of times. The World War1 Draft Cards for the boys were found and confirmed their birthdays. Alexander Jr had granddaughters who were twins and great grand daughters also are twins. Elizabeth wrote on all the census cards that she was born in 1867, when in reality, she was born in 1863. We are in touch with some of the grandchildren: Claire, Betty, Michael and a great grand daughter Debbie who have added information for the family tree. We found out that Elizabeth was a very happy person and was always dancing and smiling.
(***) PIRNAGA FAMILY from Budkovce tapes
Rozalia Pirnaga was born to John Pirnaga born about 1830 and died in 1873 and Anna Kazimer born about 1833 in Budkovce. John’s mother was Anna who was born in 1806 (as found in the 1869 census) Rozalia married Paul Kuzma on Nov 14, 1892. It is interesting to note that their son Joseph died two days before their 100th wedding anniversary! He went to heaven to celebrate with them! Rozalia had three sisters Anna, born in 1860, Maria born in 1867 and married Michael Kasinski on Feb 2, 1888 and Suzanna was born in 1870 and died at ten months of age. Her brother John was born in 1865 and died at birth.
GREGA FAMILY  
from Nizna Mysla tapes
1
George Grega born about 1804 was born in Nizna Mysla. This is 15 minute ride from Kosice, Slovakia. He married Anna Balint in 1826 and had six children. George born in 1828, Maria, born 1830 died at about eight months of age. Maria in 1860, Anna 1835, Elizabeth in 1837 and Michael John in 1840 who were born in Slovakia...  
       2     George met Anna Albrecht who was born in 1835 and married her in 1855. They had three children: Marie 1860 and married Stephen Lukacs, they had four children, Anna born in 1863, married Joseph Balint. Elizabeth born in 1871 married George Petro. 
 2
Marie was born in 1830 and died six months later. Marie was born in 1832, Anna was born in 1835 and Elizabeth was born in 1837.We have no other information about them.
2
  Michael John married Maria Matyi and was married about 1867 but we could not find any proof of their marriage    or of Maria Matyi’s birth or death.  Her death had to be about 1880. She was evidently born in another village and they were married and buried there. They had three girls Maria, Elizabeth and Maria and two boys; Michael and Andrew.   Michael remarried again to Maria Brunaiski about 1881 and had two boys John and Paul.  She was listed as Michael’s mother at his Confirmation. 

3          Maria was born in 1868, Elizabeth 1871 and Maria 1874 were the three daughters. Both Maria’s died as infants and Elizabeth lived but we have no information about her after her birth.
3
Michael John 11 was born  on May 7, 1876 and was confirmed in Slovakia and they wrote his step mother as his mother on the Confirmation register. He arrived in America on May 31, 1893 and became a US citizen in 1906. The Manifest spelled his name as “Mihaly”. The 1930 census has him recorded as Michael Gregue. He lived in Poughkeepsie, NY while in America except for one year in Erie where his daughter Helen was born in 1910. He met Mary Hornyak who was born July 2, 1878 in Slovakia. They were married January 1, 1901, but we do not know where. They had seven children: Mary (Michael Dovorcsik) Michael 111, Anna, Elizabeth (John McShea) Helen, Joseph and John Paul and many grandchildren, great, and great, great ones. (John Puchala)  Joseph was shot and killed at the age of 19. Elizabeth tells the story that both of Michael’s brothers lost a son at that age.  Andrew’s son drowned at that age in Erie and the other nephew had to be the son of John the half brother. Elizabeth had been in touch with the family until her death and so is her daughter Mary Barry. 


3
Andrew born July 14, 1879 was not even two years old when his mother died. His dad remarried shortly after and so he had two half brothers. At the age of 19 he left for America on May 15, 1899 on the Barbarossa and went to his brother Michael in Poughkeepsie, NY. He was recorded as “Andras” on Ellis Island... He met Mary Kurta, who came from Europe on November 29, 1902 and went to Poughkeepsie NY to her cousin Michael Nagy. The ship manifest did not cross her “T” in Kurta and so they typed it as “Kurla”. Andrew married her in St James Church in Carthage, NY on June 4, 1904. We have no reason yet why they both traveled that far for the marriage since Michael and the Nagy’s lived in Poughkeepsie. The wedding certificate wrote Maria Kurta as Maria Nagy They had seven children. Mary (Bules) was born in Poughkeepsie, NY, so they returned there after their marriage. Later on, they moved to Erie where Andrew, Anna, John and Helen were born. They belonged to St Stanislaus Church and Andrew was baptized there. Holy Family Parish was started in 1908 and Anna was registered there as the second person to be baptized but was actually baptized in the St Stanislaus Church building. Andrew and Mary lived in Erie until their death and are buried in Trinity Cemetery in Erie, along with their children, Helen and Andrew. Mary’s sister Elizabeth Kurta Schiller and her family are buried next to them.
3
John and Paul, half brothers, were born to Michael’s second marriage, Maria Brunaiski.  John lived and came to America on May 20, 1903 and went to his brother Michael in Poughkeepsie. He may have been at Andrew’s wedding and was the Godfather for young Andrew in Erie in 1906. After that we have no idea about John’s whereabouts. Paul the other half brother, died when he was only ten days old.
NAGY and KURTA FAMILY 
 The Nagy’s were on the Nizna Mysla tapes and 
Kurta’s were on the tapes from Haniska
The Nagy’s started out in Bologna, then Skaros and later had a farm in Zdana, in Slovakia, where the Nagy’s still live.
1
Andrew Nagy was born about 1744 and with his wife Anna had one son John.
2
John was born in 1766 and married Helen Sztraka and had three sons: John, Andrew and John and three daughters: Elizabeth, Anna and Catherine. All were baptized in the near-by church in Nizna Mysla. We have found nothing else about the children, except their oldest son John
3
John born in 1787 married Maria Vargo and had a daughter Anna and a son John (Himvar) The church registers recorded him with the name “Himvar” and it really was his nick name because he was the only one in town who owned a jack for lifting objects.  Later they had another son, that they also named John.

4
John Himvar 11 born in 1820 married a twin Elizabeth Sipos Truhan in 846 (Her twin was Michael Truhan). We are not sure if Elizabeth was married to a Sipos before she met John or why that name appeared on the wedding certificate.  Her Baptismal certificate was just Truhan.  She was married at the age of 19 so it was possible that she was married shortly to someone named Sipos. John and Elizabeth had seven children; Elizabeth, Maria, John, John Himvar 111, Andrew John, Andrew (died as an infant) Maria Sipos, and Michael.

4
Elizabeth died at 18 years of age.  Maria and John died as infants.

4
John Himvar 111 married Elizabeth Szopko. They had nine children: Andrew, John, Michael, George, Maria (died as an infant) Maria, Anna, Elizabeth (died as an infant) Elizabeth (died at the age of four) Michael was born on September 1, 1884 and went to America on January 15, 1902 and lived in Poughkeepsie, NY. They had two daughters: Mary and Frances. Mary‘s grandson Donald Halter has been in touch with the family and is a Permanent Deacon at Newburgh, NY. They also had a number of grandchildren, great and great, great ones. Maria Kurta went to this Michael, her cousin, when she came to America. 

4
George Nagy married Elizabeth Rusczak on January 24, 1881.They had seven children: Elizabeth, Anna, Andrew (died as an infant) Katalin (also died as an infant) Katalin, Helen (died as an infant) and Andrew. George did come to the States from 1900-1904 and then again on December 12, 1905 at the age of 40. His brother Andrew went to him in 1900 when he came to America in Johnstown. We are not sure if any of his children came to America. His son George also came to America on November 23, 1907 at the age of 24. We have no other information on George’s family.

4
Andrew John Nagy was born in 1861 and married Anna Veronica Gergely on November 24, 1884. They had seven children: Andrew (died as an infant) John Andrew, Andrew (died as an infant) Andrew John, Frank and Elizabeth who died about 16 years old... Andrew went to America May 31, 1895 to earn money for the family. He returned again on February 2, 1900 and then went back to Europe and died there at the age of 85. His wife died at the age of 81. They are both buried in Zdana Cemetery. There is an interesting story told by their son Andrew that Maria Gergely’s dad married four times: first to Maria Berg at the age of 22, then Katalin Elias at the age of 25, then Katalin Agnea at the age of 50 and finally for the last time at the age of 62 to Anna Renkar. This story can be found on the family website www.kuzmahome.com under Andrew’s name. 


5
John Andrew who was born Nov 26, 1886, left Europe right before his 16th birthday and went to America to join his father in Johnstown, Pa on Nov 12, 1902. He met Elizabeth Sedlock who came to America as Erzsi Szedlak on April 8, 1903 from Csany, which is next to Nizna Mysla, (not sure where they were married but it was about 1904) and had 12 children, including a set of twins. John, (died as an infant) Andrew Clarence, John (died at the age of 21) Elizabeth, Frank, Michael, Joseph, Stephen and Baby (died at birth) (Twins) Ann, (Stephen Tomasko) Mary (Fred Reed) and Eleanor (Ted Roberts) were his children.  John died at the age of 86 and his wife at the age of 90. His daughter Elizabeth who married Michael Leposky was a bridesmaid for Anna Grega and Joseph Kuzma. Elizabeth and her daughter Betty came to their 50th wedding anniversary in Erie in 1879. Betty and her sister Lois have kept in touch with the family and given us a lot of family names.
 5                Andrew John was born in Zdana on May 28, 1894 and left for America in 1910. He came November 14th on the ship “America“. His brother John was already in America and went to him in Johnstown, PA He was the one who wrote the story of his childhood and trip to America and his life here. It can be found on our website www. Kuzmahome.com . He met Maria Kostka, who was born in Hamesfava, and came here on June 2, 1912. They married at June 24, 1917 in Johnstown, Pa and had eight children: Anna, (Wally Clark) Caroline (Ralph Rauch), Mary (Stephen Kopco), Eleanor (John Stenz), Frances (Paul Kosuth) Edward and Edna (James Dierker) (Twins) and Andrew. They had several grandchildren and many great and great, great ones. They lived in Johnstown for a short time and then moved to Barberton, OH about 1920. Many members of this family have also added much to our genealogy list of names. Andrew and Mary are buried Barberton, Oh.


5
Frank wanted to follow his brothers to America, but his parents did not want the last son to leave them. He did visit America in the 1940’s but returned to Europe to live and died there. He married Margita Sandorova and had five children: Ilona, Marda, Frank, Michael, and Bart. Michael was killed in the army and the others stayed in Slovakia. We have been in touch with Frank and Bart and their families. They have grandchildren and a few great ones Frank and Margita are buried in Zdana cemetery, along with their son Michael. . Frank has many grand children and great ones. The old farmhouse still stands in Zdana and now the families live in homes near that farmhouse. The chickens are still by the farmhouse as well as the famous outhouse. They told the story that during the war the solders took over their home and they had to live in the wine cellar. Rose stayed with young Frank and his wife Regina and also met Bart’s family in the year 2004. She also visited the graves of the Nagy’s in the Zdana Cemetery and these pictures can be found on the Kuzma website.

4
Maria Sipos was born in Skaros in 1863 but never came to America. She met Andrew Kurta from Haniska, Slovakia and married him on January 22, 1883 in Skaros. They had seven children: Maria, (Baba) Andrew and Michael, (both died as infants) Elizabeth (Schiller), Steve, Francis (died as the age of three) and John. The father Andrew and son Steve came to visit in America but returned to Skaros and died there. We found the graves of Maria, Andrew and Steve in the Skaros cemetery and the pictures are on the website. Andrew’s parents were John, born in 1827 and Elizabeth Talyus born in 1840.in Haniska (**)
                      5         Maria (Baba) left Skaros at eighteen years of age on November 29, 1902 and went to her cousin Michael Nagy in Poughkeepsie, NY. A year later her baby brother Francis died and then her Mom had another child named John in 1905 so Maria never saw her baby brother John. In 1904, she met Andrew Grega who was born in Nizna Mysla, which is the next village to Skaros. Ironically, all babies born in Zdana, Skaros and Mysla were baptized in the church in Mysla So both Maria and her husband were baptized in the same church. They were married in St James Church in Carthage, NY. We have no idea why they went that far away from Poughkeepsie where their relatives lived. Some time after their marriage they returned back to Poughkeepsie where their first daughter Mary was born. In 1906, they moved to Erie, PA where the rest of the children were born, that included Andrew 1906, Anna 1908, John 1914 and Helen 1920.  Mary married Michael Bules who was born in 1899 and they had seven children: Michael, George, Frances, Betty Jane, Mary Ann, John and David.  Anna married Joseph Kuzma who was born in 1903 and they had twelve children: Anna Mae, Frank, Theresa, Glenn, Paul, Rose (died before birth) Roselyn, Joseph, Mary Ellen and Pauline (twins) Michael and Marilyn. John married Anna Hruska who was born in 1921 and they had two sons: Billy and James.  Andrew drowned at the age of 19 and Helen was a sickly child and died at the age of 40. The Grega’s and Bules are buried in Trinity Cemetery and Joseph and Anna Kuzma are buried in Calvary. John and Anna Grega are buried in California while the baby Rose Kuzma is buried in Trinity Cemetery in the baby section.




5
Andrew, Michael and Francis all died young, Andrew was four, Michael was almost three, and Francis was almost two years old. When he died after Maria traveled to the States.
              5             Elizabeth was born in Skaros and left for America at the age of fifth teen and arrived on March 11, 1907 She went to Erie PA to her brother-in-law (Andrew Grega), She married John Schiller, who was born in Nizna Mysla on February 11, 1885. John had come to America to be with his Dad on June 13, 1901. His dad, also named John, came to Poughkeepsie, NY in 1898, went back to Europe and returned in 1902 but traveled back to Europe and died there. We do not know where Elizabeth married John, but they did live in Erie in 1908 according to the Erie Directory, where they lived two doors away from her sister Mary Kurta Grega on Prospect Street, now 11th Street. Elizabeth and John had three children: Frank, Mary and Elizabeth (Betty).  John Schiller died in 1918 when the children were small. Joe Bules was a boarder in her home and she married him at Holy Family Church in Erie on April 14, 1920. Joe was born February 21, 1896.in Donora, Pa and was a brother to Michael Bules who married Mary Grega. Elizabeth died after childbirth on August 14, 1921. The baby Anna who was born just three days earlier on August 11th and lived two months in the Erie Infants Home. Joe Bules then placed the three older children in St Joseph Orphanage and they stayed there until they were old enough to get out on their own. He later remarried and lived and died in Florida. The daughter Mary married George Alberstadt and was a big part of the family until her death in 1995. Frank’s son George became grandparents of twin boys.


       5
Steve was a sickly child and did come to visit in Erie in May of 1921 for a visit but returned to Skaros and died there about 1944. The manifest said that he was going to his Brother-in-law Joe Bules, which was his sister Elizabeth’s second husband.



5
John was born in 1905, after his sister Maria went to America. He married Elizabeth Bohuckova and had eight children: Helen, Ladislaus, Francis, Jan, Maria, Michael, Agnes and Stefan. Jan died in 2003, and Ladislaus died in 2000. The rest are all living in Skaros and Nizna Mysla. John had a number of grandchildren and great ones and a few great, great ones. Maria (Baba) never saw her baby brother John or his family, but did keep in touch with them, via mail. Rose visited with them in 2004 and was shown a picture of John who looks very much like his sister Maria, our BABA, very thin and small. Some of his family resembles the grandchildren of Maria. Rose also saw the house where Maria lived and she visited the cemetery where Maria’s parents and brother are buried. The pictures of the house and cemetery can also be found on our family website. www.kuzmahome.com.
KURTA FAMILY   Haniska tapes
(**)  Andrew Kurta‘s grandparents were Michael Kurta born about 1810 in Sokolany Slovakia, which is present day Haniska and Maria Vasko who was born in the same town about 1813. They had five children: Catherine, Barbara, John, Maria and Janos. The first son John married Elizabeth Talyus and is the parents of Andrew Kurta who was born November 7, 1856. We have no information of what happened or where the other Kurta’s went after the above information was found in the Haniska tapes.  The Kurta’s in Europe still live in Nizna Mysla and Skaros.
Note: The Tapes from the churches in Slovakia ended in 1885 and so this is not a clear picture, because I am sure that the families that stayed in Europe or moved to other parts had more children and grandchildren. 
We have the following numbers of descendants:
The Nagy’s have eleven generations from 1714 with 870 names. 
The Kuzma’s run second with nine generations and 746 descendents from the year 1802. 
The Kurta’s from 1810 gave us 416 in nine generations. 
The Pirnaga’s started in 1806 and now have 393 with nine generations
The Grega’s are running close with 358 and eight generations starting in 1804. 
         As you can see we have been blessed in many ways with all these relatives and there are 16 sets of twins in the above history. The Nagy’s have three, and the rest are from the Kuzma’s. Please keep me always updated in the future and to all of you who have sent information, thank you very much.
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